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1. 1 (amended) A torque-txansmitting coupling assembly comprising: 

j a tubular member made of super-elastic alloy, defining a passageway extending 
al$ng a first axis; 

a fitting member separate from the tubular member, defining a shape presenting 
a first mating interface surface; and 

a tool-bit member having a second axis and presenting a second mating 
erface surface adapted for receptive compiemental facing with the first mating 
|erface surface, 

whereupon relative motion between the fitting and tool-bit wedges slides the 
fi|st and second mating interface surfaces sideways into juxtaposition, with the first 
aid second axes aligned with one another. 



2| (original) The assembly of Claim 1 further comprising a tongue member made of 
siper-elastic alloy, whereupon the relative motion activates the super-elastic alloy of 
At tongue, allowing the mating interface surfaces to be held in juxtaposition with one 
another. 



. (original) The assembly of Claim 2 farther comprising a recess formed in the tool- 
lit, wherein the tongue detentively snaps into the recess to align the first and second 
es with one another. 



y (amended) A torque-t ransmittin g coupling assembly compr ising: 
! a tubular member made of suner-elastic alloy, defining a passageway ext ending; 
Llona a first axis: 

a fitting member defining a shape presen ting a first mating interface surface; 
and 

a tool-bit member having a second axis and p resenting a second mating 
Interface surface adapted for receptive compiemental facing with the first mating 
interface surface^ 
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a frn pue member made of super-elastic all o v- whereupon the relative motion 
piivates the suner-elastic allnv f>f the tong ue, allowing the mating interface surfaces to 
be] held in juxtapositio n with one another. 

whereupon relative motion between the fitting and tool-bit slides th e first and 
seLnd mating interface surfaces sideways i nt o juxta pos ition, with the filSl and second . 
a?les aligned with one another, and 
|*o assembly of Claim 2 wherein the fitting has an aperture opening onto the first 
iting interface surface and the tongue projects through the aperture. 



5j (original) The assembly of Claim 2 wherein the tongue is an integral part of the 
tmbular member. 



(original) The assembly of Claim 2 wherein the tongue extends axialiy from an end 
■the fitting member and into the tool-bit. 

7. (amended^) A torque-transmitting coupling assembly comprising: 

a tubular member made of super-elastic alloy, defining a passageway extending 
jjlong a first axis; 

a fitting member defining a shape presenting a first mating interface surface; 



a tool-bit member having a second axis and pres enting a second mating 
nterface surface adapted for receptive comnlemen tal facing with the first mating 



aterface surface. 



whereupon relative motion between the fitting a nd tool-bit slides the first and 



econd matins interface surfaces sideways into juxtaposition, with the first and second. 
txes aligned with one another, 

Fhc assembly of Claims, the fitting member further comprising a male part extending 
ixially therefrom that defines a jig-saw shape presenting the first mating interface 
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sufface and wherein the tool-bit defines a female jigsaw shape presenting the second 
mliting interface surface including a recess formed therein. 



8. Lriginal) The assembly of Claim 1 wherein the first and second mating interface 
sup faces are correspondingly curved. 

9p (original) The assembly of Claim 2 wherein the tongue protrudes into a recess 
fdrmed within the second mating interface surface to provide detenting attachment of 
tlj e tool bit to the tubular member. 

! 

lp. (amended") A torque^transmitting coupling assembl y comprising: 

a tabular member made of super-elastic alloy, defin ing a passageway extending 
ong a first axis; 

a fitting member defining a shape presenting a first mating interface surface^ 



a tool-bit member having a second axis and presenting a second mating, 
iterface surface adapted for receptive comple mental facing with the first mating 
i nterface surface, 

j whereupon relative motion between the fitting and tool-bit slide s the first and 
Jecond mating interface surfaces sideways into juxtaposition^ w ith the first and second 
;es aligned with one another, and 

he assombly of Claim 1 further comprising a radially flexing collet that connects the 
itting to the tubular member. 

1 . (original) A surgical instrument having a torque-transmitting coupling assembly 
Ld comprising: 

a tubular member made of super-elastic alloy with a driven and a driving end 
tving an integral tongue member, defining a passageway extending along a first axis; 
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fitting member defining a shape presenting a first mating interface surface; 



a tool-bit member having a second axis and presenting a second mating 
interface surface adapted for receptive complemental facing with the first mating 
interface surface, including a recess formed in the second mating interface surface, 

whereupon relative motion activates the super-elastic alloy of the tongue, which 
dLentively snaps into the recess to align the first and second axes with one another. 



l£. (original) The instrument of Claim 1 1 wherein the fitting has an aperture opening 
ito the first mating interface surface and the tongue projects through the aperture. 



B3. (original) The instrument of Claim 1 1 wherein the tongue extends axially from an 
Jnd of the fitting member and into the tool-bit 



4. famended^ A surgical instrument having a torque-transmitting coupling assembly 
d comprising: 

a tubular member made of super-elastic alloy with a driven and a driving end 
aving an integral tongue member, defining a passageway extending alon g a first axis: 
a fitting member defining a shape presenting a first mating inter face surface; 

d 

a tool-bit member having a second axis and presenting a second mating 
terface surface adapted for receptive complemental f acing with the first mating 
Interface surface, including a recess formed in the second mating interfac e surface. 



whereupon relative motion activates the super-elastic alloy of the tongue, which 
etentivelv snaps into the recess to align the first and second axes with one another 



c instrument of Claim 11 , the fitting member further comprising a male part 
tending axially therefrom that defines a jig-saw shape presenting the first mating 
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Lrface surface and wherein the tool-bit defines a female jigsaw shape presenting the 
sebond mating interface surface. 



it. (amended) Asur gical instrument having a tor que-transm itting coupling assemb ly 
a^d comprising: 

] a tubular member made of super-elastic allov with a driven and a diving end 



hiving an integral tongue member, defining a passa geway exte nding along a first axis; 
! a fitting member defining a sha pe presenting a first mating inte rface surface; 



a too^bit member having a second axis and presenti ng a second mating 
interface surface adapted for receptive coinnlemental facin g with the first mating, 
interface surface, including a recess formed in the second mating interface surface, 



whereupon relative motion activates the super-elast ic allov of the tongue, which 
Jetentivelv snaps into the recess to align the first and se cond axes with one another 
|ho instrument of Claim 1 1 , the passageway extending from an axially open center of 

te tubular member and opening onto the first mating interface surface, wherein the 
cess aligns concentrically with the passageway when the tool bit and the tubular 

I 

Member are slid sideways relative to one another so that the first and second mating 
|iterface surfaces are juxtaposed. 

.6. (allowed) A flexible surgical reamer having a torque-transmitting coupling 
issembly and comprising: 

a tubular member made of super-elastic alloy with a driven end and a driving 
md having an integral tongue member, defining a passageway extending along a first 
(axis; 

| a fitting member defining a shape presenting a first mating interface surface 
i including an aperture opening onto the first mating interface surface, with the tongue 
projecting through the aperture; and 



I i 
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a tool-bit member having a second axis and presenting a second mating 
iilerface surface adapted for receptive complemental feeing with the first mating 
^erface surface, including a recess formed in the second mating interface surface, 

whereupon relative motion activates the super-elastic alloy of the tongue, which 
df tentively snaps into the recess to align the first and second axes with one another. 

\f. (allowed) The reamer of Claim 16 further comprising another torque-transmitting 
coupling assembly, including a drive fitting and a radially flexing collet that connects 
the driven end to the drive fitting. 
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